Memorisin

The rationale
so that focus or confidence isn't lost:

un pace

e Encourage student to draw a line for each syllable on their page,

e break down the word into claps and sounds

e ask them to place each sound on a line

e if the spelling is incorrect - say the spelling as it's spelled, not as it sounds in daily
speech and ask them to try and correct it themselves

e correct if needed and ask them to write it down three times &

e ook at the word for a few seconds to make picture-memory of it

cover the word up and ask the student to spell it out verbally, breaking down the
syllables if needed

ask them to write it without looking at previous attempts

praise for effort and positive progress throughout, even if there’s a need to point out
mistakes

A fun spelling game that works
a good game for students who want to doodle rather than write!
- the rationale is to enhance visual memory of spellings, while preparing students for
the story-writing section of the English, 7+ entrance paper

Word treasure-maps

Choose 4-5 words that are in the group you want to focus on eg. silent-letter
words/homophones/double-letter words etc.

use the memorising technique to encourage the student to write the first word

ask them to draw a picture of the word’'s meaning around it/next to it

repeat with the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th word in a scattered sequence around the page

ask the student to make up a verbal story, using each word, in sequence, and

drawing arrows from one picture/word to the next

e ask the student to write their short story in a paragraph with perfect sentences,* using
their new spellings - they can reference the word-map

e ask them to read it out loud as a congratulatory moment!



